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estonia is a rather small country in eu by the 
population as well as by the area. the total area of 
estonia is 45 277 km2. More than a half of the land 
is forest land, one third is agricultural land and one 
fifth is covered by mires and bogs. according to the 
data from Statistics estonia (2005) the total area of 
agricultural land is 828 926 ha from which 70% is 
arable land with the main crop of cereals cultivated 
almost on the half of the arable land. 

agriculture has been an important sphere of activity 
and a source of survival and income for estonians 
throughout its history. in the past times estonia has 
been conquered by someone bigger and stronger, 
but the essence of estonian nation has been as a 
peaceful farming nation. 

eStonia aS a land 
oF aGRiCultuRe



during 19th century there were lots of major 
changes in local political life, serfdom was revoked 
and farmers could buy a land from landlord. 

Changes continued - during the 20th century 
estonia experienced three significant political 
transformations with the conflicting objectives 
which had a dramatic impact on its agricultural 
activity.

First, in the 1920s former lands of the manors were 
sold to farmers as estonia became independent for 
the first time in its history. this initiated very rapid 
growth of agricultural households, by the year 1939 
there were 139 984 farms with average land over 20 
ha per household.

Second reform took place at the end of 1940s when 
forced collectivisation was carried out in estonia 
under the conditions of Soviet occupation. the land 
was expropriated from its owners and turned into 
state ownership. Farmers were forced to work in the 
collective farms.

and once again system was broken down in the 1988, 
even before estonia regained its independence, the 

estonia SSR government adopted an unprecedented 
decision to permit the re-establishment of traditional 
type of farms and enable the selling of machinery, 
equipment, and vehicles to the farmers. the land 
Reform act was adopted in 1991 and under this act 
land was returned to the lawful owners and it was 
possible to privatise the land. a new era of farming 
was established.

according to the data of the structure survey 
made in 2005 by Statistics estonia, there are  27 747 
agricultural holdings in estonia.

agri-environment support (aeS) payments have 
been made available under the estonian Rural 
development Plan since eu membership in 2004. 

according to the 2007 aeS monitoring data  estonia 
has about 400 000 ha land under environmentally-
friendly management and about 67 000 ha under 
organic farming scheme.

even though agriculture has made a lot of changes 
even now, it still has a bearing role in the local food 
supply, rural development and activity as well as in 
the formation of the cultural landscapes.



One of the objectives of the AGRI-ENVIRONMENT 
SUPPORT (AES) scheme in Estonia is to encourage 
farmers to use environmental planning in their 
agricultural activities and to enhance their 
environmental awareness. Since 1992 all EU 
Member States have been required to implement 
agri-environment support schemes to promote 
more environmentally-friendly and sustainable 
farming methods. AES payments have been paid in 
Estonia since 2000 when the Ministry of Agriculture 
first introduced country-wide support for organic 
farming and the Estonian native cattle breed. 
Since EU membership in 2004, AES payments 
have been available under the Estonian Rural 
Development Plan which is co-financed by the EU.

tHe GoalS oF tHe aGRi-
enviRonMent SuPPoRt SCHeMe
in eStonia:
to promote environmentally-friendly farming 
systems and enhance producers‘ environmental 
awareness with the aim of preserving and 
improving soil and water quality, biological and 
landscape diversity.

ae support is also important for improving the 
socio-economic situation in rural areas and for 
preserving rural culture and heritage.

to assess how effective the scheme is in achieving 
its objectives – a programme of monitoring and 
evaluation is applied in parallel to implementation 
of the scheme itself.

tHe oBJeCtive oF MonitoRinG and 
evaluation iS to 
collect information on the progress of programme 
implementation and assess its performance and 
effectiveness. Collected data is used to review, 
revise and improve existing measures; to elaborate 
new measures, and in some cases to justify specific 
needs (including payment calculations).

toPiC aReaS FoR aeS evaluation:
» Soil
» Water
» Biodiversity
» landscape
» Socio-economic



tHe MonitoRinG SaMPle
consists of farmers from all over estonia who are 
participating in the agri-environment Support 
Scheme. in addition, a reference group has been 
selected from the producers not applying for aeS 
payments. 

the monitoring sample consists of farms with 
contrasting production systems (e.g. crop production, 
animal husbandry, mixed farming) and management 
type (organic farming, conventional farming) as well 
as different sized enterprises ranging from small 
family farms to large commercial farms etc.

Farmers who have been chosen for the monitoring 
sample are informed about the data collection 
personally. 

data collection itself (e.g. bird monitoring, soil 
monitoring etc) doesn’t necessarily require the 
presence of the farmer, but in some cases (e.g. to 
carry out interviews) the farmer’s involvement is 
essential.

data iS ColleCted
in specific periods. For example some indicators 
require data collection in the first and last year 
of support implementation.  Whereas for several 
indicators the frequency of data collection is every 
year.

Besides aRC itself, several institutions (e.g universities 
and nGo’s) and the best experts are involved in data 
collection.

MonitoRinG and evaluation 
ReSultS HelP BotH:
agricultural producers to get feedback on what is 
the general environmental status of their farmland 
and enable them to use the knowledge in the better 
planning of their agricultural activity;

policy makers to fulfil their set goals more easily and 
to improve the ae measures if needed.

tHe aGRiCultuRal ReSeaRCH 
CentRe (aRC) iS tHe CooRdinatoR oF 
aGRi-enviRonMent evaluation in eStonia 



eStonian RuRal
develoPMent Plan 
2004-2006*, MeaSuReS
1. Support for less-Favoured areas

2. AGRI-ENVIRONMENT SUPPORT SCHEME:
 2.1. Environmentally Friendly Production Scheme
 2.2. Organic Farming Scheme
 2.3. Local Endangered Breeds
 2.4. Establishment, Restoration and Maintenance of Stonewalls

3. Support for afforestation of agricultural land

4. Support for Semi-subsistence Farms undergoing Restructuring

5. Support for Meeting Standards

6. Complements to direct Payments

7. technical assistance

8. Support for the areas with environmental Restriction

eStonian RuRal 
develoPMent Plan 
2007-2013*, MeaSuReS
AXIS II – IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE COUNTRYSIDE

1. Support for less-Favoured areas

2. natura 2000 Support for agricultural land

3. AGRI-ENVIRONMENT SUPPORT SCHEME:
 3.1.Environmentally Friendly Management Scheme
 3.2.Organic Farming Scheme
 3.3.Support for the Maintenance of Semi-natural Habitats
 3.4.Local Endangered Breeds
 3.5.Support for Growing Local Varieties 

4. non-productive investments: 

 4.1.Support for the establishment and Restoration of Stonewalls

 4.2.Support for the establishment of Mixed Species Hedgerows

5. Support for Grazing animals

6. Support for the establishment of Protection Forest

7. natura 2000 Support for Private Forest land
*  according to estonian Rural develpment Plan 2004-2006, 
 estonian Ministry of agriculture 2005
**  according to estonian Rural development Plan 2007-2013, 
 estonian Ministry of agriculture 2007



Soil:
» Soil organic Matter and Soil Fertility 

» Soil nutrient dynamics  Study

» Soil erosion  Study

WateR:
» Gross nutrient Balances

» Pesticide use 

» Water Quality Study

BiodiveRSitY:
» earthworms and Soil Microbes 

» Farmland Birds 

» vascular Plants 

» Bumblebees

landSCaPe:
» Change in landscape Structure in terms 

 of Point, linear and areal elements

» General upkeep (visual appearance) 

 of the Farm

SoCio-eConoMiC:
» Family Farm income 

» Share of organic Products Sold as organic 

» environmental awareness

oveRvieW oF ae indiCatoRS 
and Related StudieS



It’s often considered that soil is an inexhaustible 
resource, which ”was, is and will stay“. In reality 
sustainable agricultural production requires 
careful soil management and utilization 
according to soil properties etc.  The results of soil 
studies carried out during AE evaluation will help 
to analyze changes in the soil over time, prevent 
the possible decline of soil properties and thus 
maintain and improve the general status of the 
soil.

tHe aiM oF tHe Soil FeRtilitY 
and oRGaniC MatteR StudY
is to indicate if levels of soil fertility in agricultural 
fields have been maintained or enhanced as a 
result of the implementation of ae schemes. the 
level of soil fertility is assessed on the basis of three 
soil parameters indicating the level of soil fertility: 
mobile phosphorus (P) and mobile potassium (K) 
concentration, and pH.

For the selected agricultural fields mixed soil samples 
(approximately 2000 soil samples) are collected and 
analysed at the aRC laboratories for the relevant soil 
properties. Soil sampling is carried out in the spring 
before sowing or in the autumn after harvesting 
twice during the 5-year contract period.

the soil fertility level and organic matter content 
should as a result of the implementation of the agri-
environmental schemes be maintained or improved 
compared to the base level in year 0.

Standardized fertilizer tables are available for the 
estonian situation to evaluate the soil fertility situation 
of agricultural fields. in these tables soil fertility 
classes are defined for the individual elements and 
also minimal thresholds for soil fertility are defined. 
For example, the lower thresholds for mobile P and 
mobile K in the soil are 25 mg/kg and 130 mg/kg 
respectively. optimal plant growth is restricted below 
these levels.

evaluation toPiC: Soil



Soil nutRient dYnaMiCS StudY
explains the changes in the soil nutrient content 
depending on the soil temperature, soil moisture 
content and cropping history taking different climatic 
conditions and land use into account. Results of the 
study will help to specify the optimum time for 
soil sampling when nutrient content is steady and 
comparable.

Soil eRoSion StudY 
includes an assessment of the current potential risk 
areas for water and wind erosion in estonia together 
with field experiments to determine the actual soil 
loss due to water and wind erosion under the main 
types of agricultural land use. areas potentially at risk 
from wind and water erosion are mapped.

SPeCiFiCation StudY 
oF Soil SaMPlinG Route 
will help to specify the optimum methodology for 
soil sampling route, -time and -depth. Soil samples are 
collected using three different sampling techniques 
(diagonal, random and Z-shaped transects). Samples 
are taken and analysed from test areas characteristic 
of different soil types. 

StudY oF Soil nutRient 
dYnaMiCS in tHe nitRate 
SenSitive aReaS (nSa) 
indicates the potential risk of nitrate leaching under 
different land use and climatic conditions. Relations 
between soil temperature, soil humidity, grown 
crops and changes in the soil nutrient and no

3
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content are studied.



Many bird- and animal species use diverse 
agricultural landscapes for feeding or breeding 
and the continuation of certain farming practices 
is essential for conserving this biodiversity.
Farming in harmony with nature is possible, if the 
farmer respects the field biota and the surrounding 
environment. 

a total of 66 monitoring farms from three different 
regions in estonia are involved in evaluation of 
the biodiversity aspects of aeS: West estonia 
(Saare County) and South estonia (võru County) – 
representing extensive farming; and Central estonia 
(Jõgeva and tartu County) representing intensive 
farming. the farm sample consists of 30 organic 
farms, 18 farms participating in ae environmentally-
friendly production scheme and 18 comparison 
farms not participating in aeS.

WitHin tHe eaRtHWoRM StudY
is the trends in the changes in species composition 
(especially proportion of tolerant and specific 
species) and the total abundance of the earthworm 
communities are studied. in addition biomass activity 
of the microbial community in the soil is analysed. 

Samples of the selected monitoring fields are 
taken every second autumn using the “soil blocks” 
method for earthworms and the “soil auger” 
method for microbes and additional soil parameters. 

13  species of earthworms can be found in estonia 
and all of them have important role in maintaining 
soil fertility.

WitHin tHe vaSCulaR Plant StudY
the structure and species richness of the fields and 
field strips managed by aeS is observed. data is 
collected in randomly chosen sub-plots in the fields 
and in the field margins. Monitoring is carried out 
once every 4-5 years.

the most common plant species in arable land in 
estonian are Goosefoot (Chenopodium album), Field 
pansy (Viola arvensis), Wild buckwheat (Fallopia 
convolvulus) and in the field margins Common yarrow 
(Achillea millefolium), Couch grass Elymus repens and 
orchard grass Dactylis glomerata. 

evaluation toPiC: BiodiveRSitY (Bd)



StudY oF FaRMland BiRdS 
investigates the impact of aeS application from the 
biodiversity point of view and explores whether 
the organic farming measure has enhanced the 
biological diversity taking the number and density 
of breeding birds into account. the farmland 
birds are counted annually using the line transect 
methodology. 

in addition, the relationship between agricultural 
production and the possible impact of the 
agricultural support system on the bird population 
is studied in one of the pilot areas located in Räpu 
catchment.

according to preliminary study results, the most 
widespread farmland birds in estonia are the 
Skylark (Alauda arvensis), Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra), 
Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella), Whitethroat 
(Sylvia communis), Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) and 
Pewit (Vanellus vanellus). depending on the region 
and landscape structure the composition of bird 
species may vary quite significantly in estonia.

     

BuMBleBee aBundanCe 
and diveRSitY StudY
observes whether the management of ae land has 
protected or enhanced the habitat function of the 
land over the time. Bumblebees are monitored 
annually in June, July and august using a transect-
method for data collection.

there are 15 widespread bumblebee species 
occurring in estonia. Most frequent are the black 
[e.g. Red-tailed bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius)] and 
bright yellow striped [e.g. White-tailed bumblebee 
(B. lucorum)] bumblebees, but quite often grey [e.g. 
Four-coloured Cuckoo-bee (B. sylvestris)] and brown 
[Common Carder Bee (B. pascuorum)] bumblebees 
can also be found.

Bumblebees are very important pollinators as 
they make feeding trips on colder days than other 
insects. in addition, long-tongued bumblebees [e.g. 
Great yellow (B. Distinguendus)] and Small garden 
bumblebee (B. hortorum) are able to pollinate 
cultures which have long corolla tube flowers [e.g. 
Red Clover (Trifolium pratense), Field Bean (Vicia Faba 
etc)], whereas short-tongued insects are not capable 
of this.



During recent years support for rural development 
from the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has 
significantly increased possibilities to improve the 
welfare and general living standard of the rural 
population. Income from agricultural activities is 
influenced by several factors - weather, machinery, 
production sales opportunities and other similar 
factors. The situation in the organic market 
plays vital role in organic farmers‘ income – the 
production sold as organic is heavily influenced 
by the demand for organic products and the 
marketing channels available to sell these products. 
Unfortunately quite often organically-produced 
products have to be sold as conventional due to the 
lack of a well-developed and functional network 
of organic producers, processors and marketing 
outlets in Estonia.

tHe aiM oF tHe FaMilY FaRM 
inCoMe (PRoFitaBilitY) StudY
is to find out to what extent has the aeS helped to 
maintain or improve the income level of the rural 
community. 

Profitability in the study is defined based on the 
family farm income of organic farms. the essential 
element is to compare organic farming to non-
organic farming and to evaluate the importance of 

the support in the farm income. data is collected 
annually via interviews from approximately 100 
farmers.

tHe oBJeCtive oF tHe StudY 
“SHaRe oF oRGaniC PRoduCtS 
Sold aS oRGaniC“
is to investigate to what extent the aeS has supported 
the market situation of local organic products. data 
is collected annually through farmer interviews, 
questionnaires and expert (organic farming 
inspectors and agricultural advisors) interviews.

There are 1211 organic farmers and only 24 organic 
processors registered in Estonia (31.12.2007). 

tHe aiM oF tHe enviRonMental 
aWaReneSS StudY 

is to investigate to what extent the environmental 
awareness of farmers has been enhanced as a result 
of aeS implementation since one objective of the 
aeS in estonia is to raise farmers’ awareness of the 
environmental value of their farms.

data is collected through interviews with farmers 
and agricultural advisors, and through postal 
questionnaires. there are about 1300 producers 
involved in this study.

evaluation toPiC: SoCio-eConoMiC



Agricultural practises have played a major 
role in creating and shaping rural landscapes 
and continue to do so today. Rural landscapes 
are the visible outcomes from the interaction 
between agriculture, natural resources and the 
environment, and encompass amenity, cultural, 
and other societal values. Rural landscapes have 
until recently been regarded simply as a positive 
externality of the productive activity. However, it 
is now realized that agricultural landscapes also 
have other functions - environmental/ecological, 
cultural/heritage and amenity/scenic - and all of 
them need to be appreciated and preserved.

StudY oF CHanGeS in aGRiCultuRal 
landSCaPe StRuCtuRe in teRMS 
oF Point, lineaR and aReal eleMentS
helps to indicate the differentiation (homogeneity/
diversity) of farmland that has been maintained 
or enhanced by aeS. during the study different 
elements in the landscape are mapped, digitalised 
and based on this different calculations are made.

StudY oF GeneRal uPKeeP 
(viSual aPPeaRanCe) oF tHe FaRM
gives an estimation of the differentiation 
(homogeneity/diversity) of farmland that has 

been maintained or enhanced as a result of the 
implementation of aeS. Randomly selected farms 
are visited twice within the programming period 
and the appearance of the farms is documented by 
photographs and written descriptions. 

MonitoRinG aReaS 
oF aGRiCultuRal landSCaPeS 
in eStonia:

West Estonia
Saare County: Kaarma community,
 Lümanda community
Lääne County: Ridala community
Pärnu County: Are community

North Estonia
Lääne-Viru County: Vinni community and  
 Tamsalu community
Rapla County:  Kaiu community

Central Estonia
Jõgeva County:  Palamuse community and  
 Põltsamaa community
Tartu County: Kambja community

South Estonia
Võru County: Antsla community and
 Haanja community

evaluation
toPiC: 
landSCaPe



evaluation toPiC: WateR

Estonia is located in a temperate climate zone 
where precipitation exceeds evaporation and 
excess water drains regularly from the soil.  Since 
this creates the risk of plant nutrients leaching to 
ground and surface water the application of all 
nutrients (chemical fertiliser and manure) must 
be careful managed to reduce the risk of causing 
water pollution. The objective of the water studies 
is to assess the effect of different production 
methods upon water quality and the aquatic 
environment.

StudY oF GRoSS nutRient 
BalanCeS and PeStiCide uSe 
is investigating how particular ae management 
practices can reduce the risk of ground and surface 
water pollution caused by the leaching of plant 
nutrient and the loss of pesticides.  this is important 
for identifying how different management 
techniques ways can reduce the pressure of nutrient 
and pesticide pollution upon biodiversity and 
human health.

data is collected annually through interviews with 
approximately 120 agricultural enterprises.

Pilot StudY oF tHe Plant 
nutRient ConCentRation 
in tHe dRainaGe WateR
no
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impact of agricultural activities upon water quality. 
during the study surface water flow and land use 
are assessed and soil and drainage water samples are 
analyzed to assess the extent of potential nutrient 
leaching. 

Pilot StudY in RÄPu RiveR 
WateR CatCHMent aRea 
incorporates the soil quality, drainage water and 
front flow monitoring combined with gross nutrient 
balances of the agricultural enterprises in the 
catchment area.

in addition, the relationship between the local bird 
population and agricultural production is observed 
throughout the whole year with data collected on 
bird migration and -breeding.



oBJeCtive oF tHe StudY
is to investigate the importance of several cultivation 
techniques (soil tillage, sowing time, utilisation 
of organic fertilizers, catch-crops etc) for further 
development of aeS environmentally friendly 
production and organic farming production support 
measures in the future.

the complex study consists of different organic and 
conventional crop rotation trials. two crop rotation 
trials are located in aRC Kuusiku testing Centre, one 
in olustvere. one crop rotation is planned for the 
animal husbandry and two crop rotations for the 
farms with the main focus on the plant production.

iMPaCt oF diFFeRent Cultivation 
teCHniQueS to tHe FolloWinG 
PaRaMeteRS aRe oBSeRved:
» Weeding;
» Yield;
» Quality of the yield;
» Gross nutrient balances and soil 
 organic matter; 
» Plant-nutrient leaching;
» Soil biota (earthworms, micro-organisms);
» Plant diseases;
» Crops gross profit and others.

in every summer (in June - July) a practical organic 
farming training day is organised at aRC Kuusiku 
testing Centre.

CoMPleX StudY



FaRMeRS‘ tRaininG SeMinaRS 
on ae evaluation 
these training seminars are organised to disseminate 
the information about the importance of ae 
evaluation and to introduce evaluation studies and 
their results to the farmers using practical examples. 
trainings take place every year in autumn in three 
main monitoring regions in estonia - in Jõgeva, võru 
and Saare counties. 

aGRiCultuRal adviSoRS‘ tRaininG 
SeMinaRS on ae evaluation
the aim of these trainings is to introduce the concept 
and the principles of ae evaluation, explain the 
objectives and the results of the evaluation studies 
and thereby contribute to the better dissemination 
of ae evaluation information to the farmers.

oFFiCialS‘ tRaininG SeMinaRS 
on ae evaluation
these trainings are organised to disseminate the 
information about the importance of ae evaluation 
and to introduce evaluation studies and their results 
to those governmental officials directly related to ae, 
including officials from the Ministry of agriculture 
and from the Paying agency.

FaRMeRS‘ tRaininG SeMinaRS 
on Soil and nutRientS
trainings take place all over the estonia and 
are targeted at a mixed group of agricultural 
producers. training topics include soil protection, 
environmentally friendly fertilization and manure 
handling problems. 

oRGaniC FaRMinG inFoRMation daY 
the purpose of this information day is to give the 
latest information about the current state of organic 
farming sector, the scientific results in organic 
farming, and also activities concerning ae evaluation. 
information day takes place every year at the end of 
year in agricultural Research Centre in Saku. 

oRGaniC FaRMinG Field daY FoR tHe 
aGRiCultuRal adviSoRS and FaRMeRS
during the practical training day the relationship 
of crop rotations and influences of different agro-
technologies to the different components of the 
agro-ecosystem (yield, crop quality, weeding, total 
soil nutrient balance, soil biota, plant diseases etc) 
are discussed. the field day takes place in June-
July every year in aRC Kuusiku testing Centre at the 
organic farming trial.

inFoRMation 
and tRaininG 
daYS oRGaniSed 
BY tHe
aGRiCultuRal 
ReSeaRCH 
CentRe 



FaRMeR aivaR PiKKMetS (oWneR oF 
tHe MÄtiKu FaRM, one oF tHe BiGGeSt 
oRGaniC daiRY FaRMeRS in eStonia), 
aBout tHe inFoRMation ReCeived 
at tHe tRaininG daYS:
“it is absolutely essential to involve good advisors in 
your agricultural activities, to take part in different 
training days and to educate yourself constantly! of 
course, the producer has to fit the advice and the 
experience into his actual conditions, and in some 
cases, a more experienced farmer can rely on his 
intuition too – we call it “forefathers’ wisdom”.

investments in modern equipment shouldn’t be 
underestimated, because without good equipment 
it’s not possible to ensure profitable management! 
it’s also wise to keep your production as diverse as 
possible to ensure efficient nutrient cycling – for that 
you need pastures, cereals, animals in your farm. Semi-
natural habitats are also useful for ensuring diverse 
and more minerals rich fodder for the herbivores.

i also find knowledge in biodiversity very important 
and handy in my organic farming activities. For 
example it is proved by scientists that useful insects 
(natural enemies of plant pests) live in the field edges 
and can move approximately 100 m from the field 
margin into the field. therefore creating up to 200 m 

wide field patches would be the most justified thing 
to do in the point of pest control! i am trying to use 
the information received at the trainings as much as 
possible also in my every day practice!”

MaRt KuKK (MeMBeR oF tHe adviSoRY 
CentRe) aBout tHe tRaininGS:

“the main benefit arising from the trainings which is 
of greatest importance both for the farmers and the 
advisors is the enhanced knowledge. From my own 
experience i can confidently claim that compared to 
the eu pre-accession time when environment and 
environmental activities were less spoken about 
and probably less connected with monetary values, 
people’s knowledge and most likely also the interest, 
was much lower.

in addition to enhanced knowledge we shouldn’t 
underestimate the economic benefit that farmers 
get from fulfilling the support requirements correctly. 
and i don’t have only support money in my mind, but 
also gaining income from following crop rotation or 
extra yield received by using leguminous as green 
fertilizer crops. Furthermore, indirect benefit from 
the improved soil properties is the main basis for 
profitable production.”



» Skylark brings the southern warm, swallow brings the daily warm 
 and nightingale brings the night warm.

» Who ploughs the wet field, sows thistles.

» Western winds around the vernal equinox (March 21st) mean rainy spring, 
 but eastern winds dry spring.

» In the early morning of St. Mary´s Day (March 25th) the first load of manure was taken 
 to the field secretly so that neighbours couldn’t see, then the crop should grow well.

» If the day of letting the cattle into the open (April 1st) was on Monday, Wednesday 
 or Friday the herd was not let out, because of the wolf who could come to the herd. 

» What the master leaves then the forest takes.

» Around the day of St Peter and Paul (June 29th) the fallow was harrowed 
 and potatoes ploughed last time.

» If there is thick mist on St. Jacob’s Day (July 25th) then there will be good potatoes 
 for the autumn.

a FeW WoRdS oF WiSdoM 
FRoM ouR FoReFatHeRS



» Manure is the farmer’s gold.

» Farmer forever rich, official occasionally rich, tradesman rich for once.

» April showers bring May flowers.

» March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.

» Where there’s muck, there’s money. 

» Green Christmas White Easter.

» Red sky at night, shepherds delight.  Red sky in the morning, shepherd’s warning.

» All the crops of tomorrow are in the seeds of yesterday. 

» You’ll never plough a field by turning it over in your mind.

» Never sell a hen on a wet day.

» A change in the moon brings on a change in the weather.

» Praise the ripe field, not the green corn.
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Further information about ae implementation in estonia:

aGRiCultuRal ReSeaRCH CentRe (independent evaluator)
agri-environmental Monitoring Bureau
teaduse 4/6, Saku, Harjumaa, 75501
eStonia
pille.koorberg@pmk.agri.ee
Phone: +372 7 480 044 

additional information about ae evaluation in estonia can be reached from the website 
of agricultural Research Centre http://pmk.agri.ee/pkt

MiniStRY oF aGRiCultuRe (Managing authority)
39/41 lai str, tallinn, 15056
eStonia
eike.lepmets@agri.ee
Phone: +372 625 61 41

eStonian aGRiCultuRal ReGiSteRS and inFoRMation BoaRd (Paying agency)
narva mnt 3, tartu, 51009
eStonia
pria@pria.ee
Phone: +372 7 371 200
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